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“A CLEAR AND COMPELLING FOCUS ON JESUS” 

(‘Fueled By Faith Series) 
(Hebrews 12:1-2) 

 

 

Intro … What a day to culminate this series on the ‘Faith-Fueled Life’! 

 

Today, on this EASTER SUNDAY we focus our attention upon the greatest 

‘Faither’ who ever walked upon the earth … 

 

This morning we are going to focus our attention upon the ONE  

who the Scriptures say is the ‘Author and the Perfecter of our Faith’ –  

the ONE who both grants it and grows it! 

 

Today we focus our attention upon the ONE who makes ‘High Performance 

Christian LIfe’ not only possible but inevitable …  

 

Check out Today’s Lab Notes - the final entry in the Master’s Journal. 

 

TODAY’S LAB NOTES … Hebrews 12:1-2 
 

“Therefore, since we are SURROUNDED by such a great cloud of witnesses, 

let us throw off everything that HINDERS and the SIN that so easily entangles,  

and let us run with PERSEVERANCE the RACE marked out for us. 

 

Let us FIX our EYES on JESUS, the author and perfecter of our faith,  

who for the JOY set before him endured the CROSS, scorning  

its shame, and sat down (after he was resurrected)  

at the right hand of the throne of God. 
 

 

Powerfully emerging from that passage of Scripture comes … 

 

TODAY’S KEY CONCEPT … 
 

‘A CLEAR and COMPELLING FOCUS on JESUS arises  

from ‘High Octane FAITH’ and is the SEVENTH (and final) 

component of a ‘High Performance CHRISTIAN Life.’ 
 

 

“A Clear and Compelling Focus on Jesus” …   

What an awesome component of the High Performance Christian Life …  

Both of those adjectives are important …  

 



This focus on Jesus must first of all be CLEAR!  
 

Nothing cloudy or fuzzy or indistinct about it … Our focus as men and women 

of ‘High Octane Faith’ is sharp and precise – dialed in and undistracted.  

Jesus is in the crosshairs of our heart and mind! 

 

This focus on Jesus if it is CLEAR will be COMPELLING!   
 

No iffy-ness about it. He is the Almighty God – He is our Lord and Savior –  

He is deserving of all the Honor and Glory that we can render. 

 

He is the Dearly Loved Son of the Father in Heaven – He is the ONE before 

whom someday all living beings will bow.  
 

We bow before Him today - We call ourselves by His Name – We seek His  

Glory and yield ourselves to His Cause because … 
 

‘Seeing Him Clearly Compels Us To Follow Him Eagerly’. 

 

So … as the Master himself has instructed … We ‘Fix our eyes on Jesus’. 

And as we do, we wonder what will be the outcome of such a ‘fixation’? 

 

Indeed that is the Key Question on this Easter Sunday as we prepare  

ourselves to gather around The Lord’s Table … 

 

TODAY’S KEY QUESTION … 
 

What will such a CLEAR and COMPELLING  

FOCUS actually ACCOMPLISH in our LIVES? 
 

 

Five incredible ‘High Performance Results’ discoverable right here in  

today’s passage …  

 

Now I’m going to draw some cause and effects relationships here that the 

Scripture doesn’t actually draw but I believe that this clear and compelling 

focus of Jesus will, in fact, impact our lives in these specific ways – that such  

a ‘fixation on Jesus’ is the thing that ties all the rest of this passage together. 

 

Here then are five things that a ‘Clear and Compelling Focus on Jesus’ will 

accomplish in our lives – each one linked to a key phrase in our passage … 

 

 

 

 



1.  IT WILL KEEP US AWARE OF OUR CURRENT EARTHLY ENVIRONMENT 
(‘Surrounded by a great cloud of witness’) 

 
There was no one more aware than Jesus Christ that he was part of a great invisible 

host who had gone before him. In the parable of the husbandman, he identified 

himself as the son of the husbandman who came after all the previous messengers of 

the owner had been mistreated. He boldly accused the Pharisees and the Chief Priests 

of being those who ‘killed the prophets’ and who now were coming against him. 
 

When our focus is upon him we are forever aware that there is a great company of 

saints who have preceded us and who gather around us as a great silent audience. 

They bear witness to the faithfulness of God and to the fact that men and women of 

faith can indeed persevere to the very end. 
 

Our earthly environment is an environment of fellowship and partnership with all of 

them. We are not the first to walk this road of faith and those who have previously 

walked it ‘witness’ to us that the ‘High Performance Life of Faith’ can in fact be  

lived out in this fallen, sin-filled world. 

 

And as our ‘Focus on Jesus’ will keep us aware that we live every day in  

such an environment of faithful witness so secondly … 

 

2.  IT WILL KEEP US AWARE OF OUR CURRENT EARTHLY IMPEDIMENTS 
(‘Things that hinder us and the sins that entangle us’) 

 

One cannot ‘Focus on Jesus’ and not be caught up in what the Bible calls the  

‘Beauty of Holiness’. Jesus lived a perfectly sinless life – there was no fault in him … 

never a selfish thought, never a fleshly indiscretion, never a secret sin that  

plagued his conscience or hindered his ministry.  
 

The more we ‘Focus on Him’ and his perfection the more aware we will be that the 

fallen, sin-filled world has a natural hold upon us … that like a muti-armed Octopus  

it can grab us in many places at the same time.  
 

The more we focus on him the more we will remain aware of the nature of this  

fallen world. We will not allow ourselves to be comfortable in it or just unreflectively  

go along with it. We will recognize the worldly desires within us and any sinful  

practices that characterize us and we will make a conscious and  

determined effort to ‘throw them off’.   

 

And of course, the Clearer our Focus upon the ONE who lived such a holy  

and God-Pleasing life in the midst of the ever-changing challenges of life,  

the more … 

 

 

 

 

 



3. IT WILL KEEP US AWARE OF THE NEED TO BE RESOLUTE AND DILIGENT 
(‘Running with perseverance the race marked out for us’) 

 

One of my favorite images of Jesus is the one reported in Luke’s Gospel  

where it says (Luke 9:51)… 
  

“And when the time was come for him to be received up,  

Jesus steadfastly set his face toward Jerusalem.” 

 

Jesus knew the plan – Jesus committed himself to the plan – Jesus fulfilled perfectly  

His part of the plan. We who keep our eyes ‘Fixed on Jesus’ will do the same.  

We will diligently seek out the path of Christ’s Calling and we will resolutely  

place our feet upon it each and every day. 

 

Here’s now a fourth thing that ‘setting our eyes on Jesus’ will do … 

 

4. IT WILL KEEP US AWARE OF OUR SAVIOR’S PRESENT LOCATION 
(‘Sat down at the right hand of the Throne of God’) 

 

Here we arrive at the fullness of the Focus … Fixing our eyes upon Jesus is not merely 

focusing upon a Historical Personage … Fixing our eyes upon Jesus means embracing 

the fullness of the Easter Message and casting our gaze into the Heavenly Realms 

themselves where this very moment He sits at our Heavenly Father’s Right Hand. ee Him 

there - Fix your eyes upon Him! 

 

And that view of our Risen, Glorified, Exalted Savior will not only keep us aware 

of His Present Location but… 

 

 5. IT WILL KEEP US AWARE OF THE DESTINATION AWAITING US 
(‘The Joy set before us’ … ‘Enter into the Joy of your Lord’) 

 

There is a ‘joy set before us’ even as there was one ‘set before him’ …  

We who come to the end of our race with ‘our faith intact’ will experience  

the joy of ‘His delight in us’ when we arrive.  

 

FOCUS ON THAT! 

 

 

Final Thot …     

EYES that are FIXED on JESUS possess 20/20 VISION! 
 

 


